What is important about this law for youth and young adults with psychiatric disabilities?
» Students with disabilities can get new career and educational development services.
» There is a focus on providing career and educational development services to youth and young adults who are not in school.
» The focus is on competitive jobs in integrated settings paying at least minimum wage or higher.
Out-of-School Youth 1
In-School Youth 2 Eligibility Criteria
Out-of-School Youth (including those with a psychiatric disability) must be 9 Between the ages of 16-24 at enrollment (age may differ in your state).
9 Not attending any school (as defined under your state's law).
In-School Youth
(including those with a psychiatric disability) must be 9 Between the ages of 14-21at enrollment (age may differ in your state). 9 Attending school (such as high school, alternative school, or college). 9 "Low income", which is based on the young adult's own income--not the family's income (e.g., living in a high poverty area or is eligible to receive a free or reduced price lunch). In-School Youth Only (i.e. Students only)
1. Job exploration counseling, which may include helping students learn about the world of work, explore their interests and abilities, work with a job mentor, etc. 2. Work-based learning experiences, which may include paid or unpaid in-school or after school opportunities, experiences outside of the traditional school setting, and/or internships. 3. Individualized student strategies to support a smooth transition from high school to postsecondary education settings and employment. 4. Workplace readiness training to develop social and independent living skills. These are the skills and behaviors employers expect employees to possess prior to starting a job. 5. Instruction in self-advocacy (which may include peer mentoring), which helps students to effectively communicate, convey, negotiate or assert his/her own interests and/or desires.
A youth or young adult may not receive all WIOA youth program services-only those services they need. Typically, youth and young adults go through an assessment at an American Job Center (AJC), and, with assistance develop an individual service strategy to determine the services they need, which may or may not include vocational rehabilitation services. Once enrolled in a WIOA youth program, youth or young adults may be able to continue receiving these youth services after reaching the maximum eligibility age (21 for In-School Youth; 24 for Out-of-School Youth).
What If a Youth or Young Adult Needs More Comprehensive Services?
Youth and young adults who are receiving WIOA youth services may also be eligible for their state's VR services. Therefore, if a WIOA enrolled youth or young adult with a psychiatric disability needs more personalized services, they should apply for VR services through their state's VR agency. This way, if approved, they can have access to their state's VR services, which would include the specific services they need to prepare for or find competitive, integrated employment. This is true for both In-School and Out-of-School youth.
Don't let your youth and young adults with psychiatric disabilities miss out on these valuable services to get the training and education they need to achieve their post-school employment goals and get jobs that will help them have rewarding work lives.
In-School Youth (i.e. Students)
State Vocational Rehabilitation (VR) agencies and local school districts work together to identify students with disabilities who may benefit from receiving Pre-Employment Transition Services (Pre-ETS) from the VR agency; however, students with disabilities enrolled in the WIOA youth program who are in high school or recognized postsecondary education/training programs may benefit from such services as well, and the VR agency may serve as another referral base.
Pre-ETS services are provided in a variety of ways across the country. In some areas, the VR agency contracts with schools to provide the services, while in others the VR agency may be providing direct services or contracting with a college, university, or even community rehabilitation provider to provide the services. Schools are not necessarily the places in which the Pre-ETS are provided but certainly serve as prime locations for such collaborations. However, keep in mind that all students receiving special education services are entitled to transition services coordinated by the schools under IDEA irrespective of WIOA. If you have questions about how your in-school youth or young adult can get Pre-ETS, contact your local VR agency to find out about the referral process. Since Pre-ETS are not delivered that same way in every area, you can also contact your local AJC to see if they can provide any information or guidance on how your in-school youth or young adult can access similar or other WIOA youth program services.
Where Can Youth and Young Adults Get WIOA Services? 
